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Irena Komadinic ô Queen of Heartsõ, 2010 

Irena Komadinic is an artist based in Hamilton, Ontario. She studied at McMaster University and Sheridan 
College receiving an Honours B.A. in Visual Arts in 2004. She has worked in various media including 
sculpture, printmaking, installation and textile art. Her main form of expression is painting.  

Irena works with diluted acrylic paint which is applied in washes on unprimed canvas. Through this 
process she creates dream like scenes that are often embellished with textiles and stitching. Inspired by 
places and experiences from her past she paints ghosts of memories whose details are blurred, 
weathered by time and distorted by imagination until they are transformed completely. Through her art, 
Irena strives to find beauty in that which is banal or unpleasant by giving it poetic significance. She 
invents personal symbols to construct surreal vignettes that speak of loss and hope, pain and love, and 
the beauty of the human condition. 

http://www.theirenashow.com/


 

 

 

John Kinsella, ôBales of Hay, Sharbot Lakeõ, 2010  
Bales of Hay, Sharbot Lake: A fleeting glimpse from a car window. Rolling fields with sun-licked 
hay bales. A link to a time when Monet painted, Not a long lost world, But one just outside the city 
limits Resonating with light and colour.  
 
John Kinsella is a painter born in Hamilton, Ontario. He studied Art and Art History at McMaster University 
(1982 to 1987), and fine art in the Val de Loire, France, in 1985.  
Kinsellaôs work has been featured in many solo and group exhibitions in Hamilton, Dundas, Grimsby, 
Toronto and Barcelona, Spain. He is a founding member of the painting group the Contemporaries, which 
exhibited extensively during the 1980ôs and early 1990ôs. From the latter part of the 1990ôs to present, 
Kinsella has focused on video production but returns here to painting. 



 

Larry Strung,õ Hamilton 365õ  
Celebrating the People of Hamilton One Day at a Time 

When someone reaches into their wallet to pull out a picture of a loved one, they are showing you the 
picture in the hope that you will see what they see ï the beauty and value of the person in the image. 
They want to share their joy that they feel for that person.  
So it is for the author of this project. While having lived in Hamilton less than a year, through exploring the 
city on his bicycle and with his camera, the author has come to see and appreciate the beauty and 
character in the people of this city.  
This project is to celebrate them!  
 
Larry Strung, 2009 

https://mail.google.com/mail/?shva=1#inbox/12ac99c69ce8c234


 

Jimmy Katz, ôHamilton/New Yorkõ 
This exhibit featured the work of award-winning, New York-based jazz photographer Jimmy Katz. Over 
the past twenty years, Katz has photographed the breadth of the jazz community, creating stunning 
images of both the icons, and the emerging talent. His distinctive style is as seductive as Louis 
Armstrong's voice or the sounds of John Coltrane's tenor sax. Paired with Hamilton musical icons such as 
Teenage Head seen here above, the portraits of this amazing collection are unforgettable and an 
important piece of Hamilton music history.  
The collection belongs to the Hamilton Music Collective ; see the complete series. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.jimmykatz.com/index02.htm
http://www.hamiltonmusiccollective.org/


 

David Brace, ôItõs for you Matt, 2004-2007õ 

I am a painter at heart. However, starting around 1999 I began to explore relief and sculpture. I enjoyed 
the narrative possibilities offered by industrial materials. Wood, concrete, metal, plaster and spray paint 
became roads, sidewalks, and man-hole covers. Soon the painted elements in this work (the municipal 
spray painting you see on streets and sidewalks that indicate water, power, and gas lines) began to hint 
at mystery stories involving people and urban infrastructure.  
This new interest led me to this body of work. Painting on walls is as old as humanity. From the 
Egyptians, Romans, or the Italian Renaissance to contemporary muralists and taggers, we need to leave 
our mark. In these pieces I chose to quote famous art works from history and using changes in scale, 
time, and geography leave evidence of larger, absurd stories.  
When I was a child my grandparentôs house was an endless source of amusement and mystery. I did not 
have a lot of experience with older homes; the coal chute, tiny milk delivery door, and 1940ôs appliances 
were alien to me. And of course Grandma was immortal. She could have told me that Incan gold was 
inside those walls and I would have believed it. Five Hundred Years on Myrna Avenue is an exploration of 
the possibilities of a childôs imagination and the discovery of an alternate reality at work in Grandmaôs 
house.  
My goal for these works is that they will spark the same question in the viewer that I had reading Kurt 
Vonnegut Jr., Phillip K. Dick, or Arkady and Boris Strugatsky (whose novel Definitely Maybe inspired the 
title of this exhibition); what if?  
 
David Brace 


